MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRAFHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY
8 JUNE 2010
 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Mr P Allingham (Chair), Mr D King, Mrs H Breakspear, Mr M Tyler, Mrs T Ibbett, Mr I Gardener
The meeting of the Parish Council was convened at 7.30pm.  
10/24
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Mr Peter Downes and Mrs Patricia Jordan who were unable to attend.
10/25
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 11h May 2010 were approved and signed. 
10/26
Matters arising from previous minutes

The Clerk advised that a statutory advertisement of the vacancy on the Parish Council has been displayed.  The District council will advise in due course whether or not an election will be required.
10/27
Councillors’ interests


No interests were declared.

10/28
Village Plan

A discussion took place as to whether it was appropriate at this point for the Parish Plan to be updated.  Progress against the original plan was charted last year.  Reproducing the questionnaire and collecting data could take in the region of 6-8 months.  There was a suggestion that data could be collected electronically and it was agreed that this option should be offered.  It was unanimously agreed to go ahead with the preparation work.
10/29
Allotments 

Clerk advised that a letter has been delivered to the GCAGA advising of the Council’s decision concerning the plot of land in Ellington.  It was agreed that notice of termination should be sent immediately, irrespective of whether the land might be sub-let to Ellington Parish Council.  It was further suggested that Clerk attempt to mitigate the liability in some way.

A further letter from GCAGA has been received in which they are urging the Council to tender for the lease of an 11 acre plot to the rear of Church Road.  


Following discussion of the issues, the Council were agreed that 11acres was too big for the GCAGA to be confident of utilising and being able to afford.  Although there are 54 Grafham residents currently looking to take allotments, several of them only want half a plot and others want to share their plots.  This would mean that more than half of the available plots (est. 100) would be either vacant or let to non-residents.  The ensuing traffic issues, among other issues, were not desirable for the village.  Cllr Gardener suggested that he would approach the lessee of land further down Church Road, with easier access, with a view to converting the land to allotments.


Clerk was instructed to write to GCAGA to advise the above decisions.


It was agreed that representatives from the Parish Council should attend the AGM of the GCAGA.

10/30
Play area inspection report


The RoSPA report shows that the area is safe and low-risk.  Attention is required to the gate to prevent catching children’s fingers.  It was agreed to remove the picnic table.

10/31
Jointly-funded minor improvements fund 2010-11


After discussion it was agreed to bid for funds to improve road-safety at the junction of Church Hill and Church Road where there are frequently cyclists and children turning onto the road without realising potential hazards.
10/32
Planning matters


Application ref: 1000555LBC – Removal of UPVC windows and replacement with timber windows at 20 Church Road.


The application was recommended for approval.

10/33
Fire Risk Assessment for Village Hall


The purchase of a bin, as recommended, was approved at a cost of £265.

10/34
Village Sign


Planning permission has not yet been given.  If not received by 7th July, the Parish Council can appeal to the Secretary of State.


Cllr Tyler will be getting another quote for the cost of the sign, given the reduction in size required.
10/35
Banking and audit

1. Outstanding accounts presented for payment were authorised.

2. The current financial position shows a balance of £16,179.00
10/36
Correspondence


HDC – Local Development Framework, Site Assessment for Gypsy and Traveller Sites

There are no plans for sites in Grafham or in the surrounding area.

10/37
Other items for information only


There were no other items for discussion.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 13th July 2010.  
