Do you want Super-fast broadband for Grafham — this year?
Until now we've all been forced to struggle on, using the slow broadband provided by BT (or TalkTalk or Sky or whoever your broadband provider is — the effect is the same, as it's the same copper wire provided by BT that runs into your house and probably has your phone line as well) and none of us get speeds much above 2.5Mb. This however could all change and very quickly as well.

Just think of what you could do with super-fast broadband speeds of a minimum of 10Mbps but more likely an average of 25Mbps, which is 10 x faster than you're currently getting. Stream Netflix movies, watch again with BBC and ITV shows, run your business from home and send and receive huge files - just a few of the things that are possible when you have a fast connection.

Unfortunately, BT have no plans to improve the exchange at Buckden to give us FTTC and the other possible suppliers who could run cable to here, such as Sky &  Virgin just aren't interested in a small community like ours as it's not cost effective for them.

So, we have to do this ourselves! The good news is that there's now a company who will provide Fi:Wi (fibre wi-fi) connections to the whole village as long as we can show that there's a real demand from the community. To do this, all you need to do is register your interest here: http://www.nextgenus.co.uk/east-of-england/cambridgeshire/grafham-ellington/
And that's ALL you have to do yourself; but if you want to help make this happen sooner, then get your neighbours involved as well, show them this article, tell them to register and to tell their neighbours, as the sooner we have a lot of interest, the sooner NextGenUs will be able to justify the cost & work involved.

Signing up doesn't commit you to anything, there are no up-front fees or costs and you only have to pay the company if you decide to go ahead when the system is being installed around the village.

There are more details available here http://www.nextgenus.co.uk/faster/ on what's involved and there's also a great description of a small village in Lincs. that went down this route last year and how much it improved their quality of life and their ability to get things done quicker and far, far more easily once they'd moved to the NextGenUs super fast broadband http://www.nextgenus.co.uk/pdfs/NGURuralInfoPackv1.2.pdf 
Costs are £150 for the installation (and the equipment you'll need) and then only £30 per month after that (if you run a business from your home, you may want to look at their premium product which costs £50 per month and for those of you who are "light" users, there's a reduced price option as well). You will have to sign up for a 12 month commitment but after that you can move to another supplier if you're unhappy.

I think this is fantastic news and if we can get sufficient people in the village to sign up, we could even have this installed and running by May time. I'd urge everyone who's interested, even if you're not 100% sure whether you'll want this, to sign-up NOW.

I really think we can all make this work if we work together to publicise this and push it to everyone in the area.
I'm very happy to answer any questions you may have and you can email me at anytime at chris.bulow@gmail.com 
Chris Bulow

