Grafham Parish Annual Assembly, May 2009

District Council Report

Patricia Jordan and Peter Downes

The composition of the Council

Huntingdonshire District Council has 52 elected Members: 38 Conservatives, 12 Liberal Democrats and 2 Independents.

Council Tax and financial situation

For the third successive year, the Council has set a tax increase of 4.99%, this being just below the maximum permissible without attracting the ‘capping’ which was imposed on HDC two years ago by central government. Over the next four years, HDC has to find savings of over £6 million as the reserves on which the Council has been relying are now running out. The Huntingdonshire Council Tax is the 1 8 lowest out of 236 Shire Districts in the country.

Town Centre developments

Developments on the site between George Street and Princes Street are proceeding rapidly. Scott House is now in use, the Library has been demolished and a new one is under construction, along with houses in the area next to Walden Road. Part of the new council offices are now open and the old Pathfinder House has finally been demolished. The bus-lane previously proposed for the junction of Hinchingbrooke Park Road and Brampton Road has been dropped. HDC has approved the relocation of the Regional College from Oxmoor to Hinchingbrooke Park; this is not moving forward at the moment as the College first has to sell its current site for development and the Learning and Skills Council has frozen capital funding. We will shortly see the Huntingdon West Area Action Plan which will have significant implications for residents from Grafham accessing the station and the town centre.

Waste collection

This generally works well and concerns expressed by individuals have been dealt with on a case- by-case basis.

Planning and environmental issues

No major developments are scheduled for Grafham village. The main environmental issue is the Chicken Farm and its smell and we have been working with the Parish Council Vice-Chairman to address this issue. We have been keeping those most directly affected informed of progress.

District Council structure and constitution

The District Council has re-designed some of its processes to encourage greater public interest and involvement. This includes giving the public the right to ask questions at Full Council; Council to be held in the evenings; greater encouragement of the public to raise matters to be scrutinised. Neighbourhood panels will be re-formed in due course and the Parish Council will receive information about that.

Representation

Your District Councillors report back each month to the Parish Council on key issues and frequently liaise with HDC on PC matters.

Residents contact us by telephone, e-mail or letter as well as by calling at our surgery, held on the first Saturday of the month. We each receive contacts on a range of issues. Some cases are relatively straightforward and can be referred straight to the relevant agency; others are more complex and time-consuming but we are pleased to be able to give both a listening ear and practical support.

In the District Council, Patricia Jordan, who was elected in May 2007, continues to serve as a member of the Employment Panel and Employer Liaison Advisory Group. She also serves on the Safety Advisory Panel and the Scrutiny Panel for Service Delivery. Peter Downes, re-elected in May 2008, is on the Overview and Scrutiny Panel for Finance and Planning, Scrutiny Panel for Service Support, Customer First Advisory Group, Corporate Governance Panel, Standards Committee, Local Development Plan Advisory Group, Elections Panel and is Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group.

